Introduction 

Loven ( Jruq) is a West Bahnaric language spoken by plantation farmers on the 
Boloven Plateau in the south of the Lao PDR. There were 40,519^ Loven in 
1995 {Lao Census) making them one of the larger ethnic groups of the region. 

Bahnaric languages constitute a branch of Austroasiatic, a major Southeast 
Asian language family which includes Cambodian, Vietnamese and many lesser 
known languages. There are approximately 700,000 Bahnaric speakers 
distributed over a region roughly centred on the area where the borders of 
Vietnam, Cambodia and the Lao PDR meet. Bahnaric is commonly recognised 
as having three main branches: North Bahnaric, South Bahnaric and West 
Bahnaric. Thomas & Srichampa offered the following tentative classification 
of the West Bahnaric family based upon "A comparison of the distinctive 
vocabulary or distinctive forms of words" (1995:306) (note: spellings 
according to original) 

West Bahnaric 

Northwestern 

Nyaheun (Yaheun, Nhahon) 

Loven (Boriwen, Boloven) 
West Central 

Sork (Sawk) 

Sapuan 

'Ta-oy" 

Su' (?) 
Southern 

Laveh (Rawe) 

Brao Krung 

Palau 

Su' (?) 
Central 

Cheng (Jeng) 

Oi 
Northeastern (North Bahnaric?) 

Kraseng 

Trieng 



interestingly. Parkin (1991) states the Loven numbered about 10,000 in the 1930's and 
according to Kunstadter, in the 1960's they increased in number to about 18,000. Therefore 
the current figure indicates the population has more than doubled in the last thirty years. 



ii LOVEN (JRUQ) CONSOLIDATED LEXICON 

However, the above groupings could be attributed to undetected lexical 
borrowings, hence the classification may be simply geographical rather than 
genetic. 



Loven (Jruq) 
Consolidated Lexicon 

Pascale Jacq and Paul Sidwell 
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